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Abstract: The Dreamers (1982) by Jack DDavis is a story ofa 
cOUntr-town family amd old Uncle Woru. who, in his 
dving davs, recedes from urtban hopelessness to the life and 
language of the Nyoongah spirit whiclh in hm bas survved 
civilisation. Davis uses this setting to depict .\borignality 
through language and other aspects of Nyoongah lite. like 
song, dance, religion or mythical yarns. Davis s tuse of oral 
tradition not only enlivens the past but alsO enriches the 
present. This article analyses how such oral trad1tions are 
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a term used to denote an extended conpler 
of elements associated with oal cultures 
that is, cultures either unattected by 
literacy and the wTitten word or only 
marginally aftected by them. (Hawthorn 
26) 
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employed by the playwright to retrieve stories about the 
Aboriginal past. 
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